
Learning Through Nature and Adventure at Hill View 
School 
At Hill View School, we believe the magic of learning extends far beyond the 
classroom walls. Our innovative Learning Through Nature and Adventure 
department offers a world of opportunity for learners to connect with the 
environment, themselves, each other, and even the fascinating creatures that share 
our world. 

Forest School: 

This child-led programme empowers learners to take ownership of their learning 
journey. Through play, exploration, and responsible risk-taking in a natural setting, 
they build confidence, self-esteem, and essential outdoor skills like shelter building, 
fire-safe cooking, and using tools. Led by qualified instructors, Forest School fosters 
holistic growth, preparing learners for life's adventures. 

• The Allotment: Get ready to grow alongside nature! Learners will get their 
hands dirty planting seeds, nurturing plants and flowers, and mastering the art 
of using gardening tools. The allotment teaches responsibility, patience, and 
the joy of witnessing food flourish from seed to plate. 

• Gardening: Our on-site gardens transform into vibrant classrooms. Learners 
participate in planting, weeding, and caring for the environment, fostering a 
connection with nature and a sense of community. 

• Play-Based Learning: Learning is an adventure! We integrate outdoor play 
into the curriculum, allowing learners to explore, experiment, and discover the 
world around them in an interactive way. 

• The John Muir Award: This prestigious national programme empowers 
learners to become environmental stewards. They'll actively care for a 
designated space, planting trees and shrubs, building bug hotels, and 
participating in conservation projects. 

Cultivating a Connection with Nature's Wonders 

This programme isn't just about trees and open skies. It's about fostering a deep 
appreciation for the intricate web of life. Learners will: 

• Care for Local Wildlife: Through activities like building bug hotels and 
planting native trees and shrubs, learners become active participants in 
creating a healthy habitat for the diverse wildlife that calls our area home. 
From the flitting butterflies to the industrious earthworms, learners discover 
the importance of responsible environmental stewardship. 

• Become Animal Enthusiasts: Hill View School is proud to be home to a 
variety of well-cared-for animals. Learners can participate in age-appropriate 
animal care activities, fostering empathy and responsibility while developing 
valuable hands-on skills. Whether it's assisting with feeding and enrichment 
activities or simply observing animal behaviour, these interactions create a 
unique learning experience. 



Building Skills for Life's Adventures 

Our programmes cultivate a well-rounded skillset that extends far beyond traditional 
learning, preparing learners for success in higher education and future careers: 

• Qualifications and Employability: The practical skills developed through our 
programmes directly translate to valuable qualifications sought after by 
employers. From teamwork and communication honed through collaborative 
projects to problem-solving skills fostered by navigating diverse outdoor 
environments, our programmes equip learners to thrive in today's job market. 

• Self-Esteem: Building confidence and a sense of accomplishment through 
hands-on experiences. 

• Communication Skills: Fostering strong speech and language skills through 
collaborative activities. 

• Well-being: Immersing oneself in nature reduces stress and promotes a 
sense of calm. 

• Independence: Learning to take initiative, solve problems, and make sound 
decisions independently. 

• Social Skills: Building teamwork, communication, and cooperation through 
collaborative projects. 

• Emotional Development: Learning to manage emotions, navigate 
challenges, and build resilience. 

• Physical Skills: Developing both gross and fine motor skills through active 
play and using tools. 

Learning in All Seasons: Our programmes operate rain or shine, fostering 
resilience and teaching learners to adapt to changing weather conditions. They learn 
how to dress appropriately and make responsible choices in different environments. 

At Hill View School, we believe in nurturing a lifelong love of learning and a deep 
appreciation for the natural world. Let the adventure begin! 
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